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Saving my time and money with Zabbix

What’s up, home?



Who am I?

• Janne Pikkarainen from Finland

• Here thanks to my What’s up, home? blog

• Been doing IT for living since 1999

• Working at Forcepoint since 2014, Lead SRE since 2022

• Walking, talking Zabbix commercial 



Extensive list at https://whatsuphome.fi/ 

I monitor everything with Zabbix

AdGuard Home

Air conditioner 

Air humidifier

Airport departures/arrivals

Air quality index (outdoors)

Apple Watch

Baby sleep

Baby stroller temperature

BackupPC

“Banana” color

Car location

CCTV camera

CO2 levels (indoors)

Cozify

Countdown timer

Docker

Dog in bed?

Door sensors

Elasticsearch

Electricity price

Electricity consumption 

Facial cream usage

FlightGear

HAProxy

HashiCorp Vault

Headset

Home router

HP LaserJet

Jenkins

Laptop webcam

Lights

Logs

Lunch menus

Maritime traffic

Mobile data usage

Motion sensors

MySQL

Northern Lights

Philips OneBlade

Power sockets

PostgreSQL

Product prices

Raspberry Pi 4

Roomba

RSS feeds

Selenium

Smoke/fire alarm

Sonos smart speaker

Thermometers

TV

Weather

whatsuphome.fi website

whatsuphome.fi visitors

Zabbix Security Advisories

Also: Blender 3D integration, Star Wars screensaver integration, Fairy Tale media type, among other weird stuff

https://whatsuphome.fi/
http://whatsuphome.fi
http://whatsuphome.fi


To save time and money!

Why monitor my surroundings?

• To further stretch the idea that Zabbix can be a Single Pane of Glass, no matter what is the scope of 
your monitoring

• To save time and money: No need to visit multiple websites or apps, one Zabbix dashboard to catch 
‘em all

• I want to bring new ideas to the whole Zabbix community

• Because it’s fun!



No need to visit multiple sites



My data sources

• Finland has plenty of official open data sets and APIs for infra, traffic, weather and so forth

• Zabbix HTTP agent item type is perfectly fine for fetching the data

• For getting entertainment data from movie theaters, restaurants, other places, let’s use Zabbix 7.x 
Browser item type to scrape the interesting bits



Examples



Road traffic

• Data from Fintraffic, showing

• Current speed

• Accidents

• Road work



Train info

• Data from Digitraffic

• Real-time info about trains

• Per-station schedules

• Arrival/departure track

• On-time or not

• Cancelled?



Fuel prices

• See the fuel prices near you 

• Find the cheapest station

• Easily see historical prices per station

• Price-watch: make a Zabbix alert if price 
drops below certain threshold



Movies, restaurants…

• Just point your Zabbix Browser tests to restaurant / movie / other entertainment websites

• Grab a screenshot of the sites or even better…

• Use Browser tests to get only the data that matters and gather that as Zabbix items



Summarize it all to a dashboard



Any questions?

• Deep-dives of today’s examples and more will be on my blog: I have created the posts already, and they 
have been scheduled to be published one by one every Friday at 7AM Finnish time

• Go to my blog: https://whatsuphome.fi/ 

• Email me at contact@whatsuphome.fi

• Connect with me on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/jannepik/

• Feel free to ask from here at the summit

https://whatsuphome.fi/
mailto:contact@whatsuphome.fi
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