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Richard Stallman
Founder, Free Software Foundation



















Scott Miller
Founder, Apogee Software
https://twitter.com/ScottApogee/status/1626708218750840832
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“Ideas from the Deep”, later id software
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The Four Essential Freedoms

0: The freedom to run the program however you 

want, for any purpose

1: The freedom to study how the program works, and 

modify it do to what you want

2: The freedom to distribute copies

3: The freedom to share your own modifications



GNU Project
www.gnu.org



GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE

Version 1, February 1989

 Copyright (C) 1989 Free Software Foundation, Inc.

51 Franklin St, Fifth Floor,

Boston, MA 02110-1301 USA

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute 
verbatim copies of this license document, but 
changing it is not allowed.



Linus Torvalds, Creator of Linux
Photo attribution unknown



…why?



…why?
(and where’s “open source”?)









…those new to the term "free software" 
assume it is referring to the price. Oldtimers 
must then launch into an explanation, 
usually given as follows: “We mean free as 
in freedom, not free as in beer.” At this 
point, a discussion on software has turned 
into one about the price of an alcoholic 
beverage...

Between meetings that week, I was still 
focused on the need for a better name and 
came up with the term “open source 
software.”

Christine Peterson
Coined  the term "open source"





Each time you redistribute the Program (or 
any work based on the Program), the recipient 
automatically receives a license from the 
original licensor to copy, distribute or 
modify the Program subject to these terms and 
conditions.  You may not impose any further 
restrictions on the recipients' exercise of 
the rights granted herein.

GNU General Public License, version 1, clause 6















“Linux is a cancer that 
attaches itself in an 

intellectual property sense 
to everything it touches. 

That's the way that the 
license works.”

Steve Ballmer
Microsoft CEO, 2000-2014



























[placeholder]









Copyright © 2024 Dylan Beattie

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a 
copy of this software and associated documentation files (the “Software”), 
to deal in the Software without restriction, including without limitation 
the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, distribute, sublicense, 
and/or sell copies of the Software, and to permit persons to whom the 
Software is furnished to do so, subject to the following conditions:

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in 
all copies or substantial portions of the Software.

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL 
THE AUTHORS OR COPYRIGHT HOLDERS BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER 
LIABILITY, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING 
FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE USE OR OTHER 
DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE.

Do anything you like...

...except you can't remove this license

...and you can't sue us if 
the software doesn't work.

We own this software.



[placeholder]
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Share
Code ? Profit!
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“WP Engine is free to offer their hacked up, 
bastardized simulacra of WordPress’s GPL 

code to their customers, and they can 
experience WordPress as WP Engine 

envisions it, with them getting all of the 
profits and providing all of the services“

Matt Mullenweg
https://wordpress.org/news/2024/09/wp-engine-banned/
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Automattic offers employees 6 months salary (or $30K, 
whichever is greater) to walk away, no questions asked.

8% (159 people) take the offer.
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Wordpress.org takes over Advanced Custom 
Fields (ACF) plugin, formerly maintained by 

WP-Engine, citing “security concerns”
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Demis Bellot
Creator of ServiceStack

“I've been able to work full time on ServiceStack ever since 
leaving StackExchange. A decade of development later, the 

ServiceStack software itself has greatly improved and is much 
more capable than what was possible as a side OSS project.”

“I was willing to take a significant pay cut to be able to work 
on my own projects so was pleasantly surprised when it 
ended up making more money than any job I had prior.”

“ServiceStack has allowed our family to be 
financially independent and given me the 

freedom to work on whichever features I want.”





















* Terms and conditions apply.



PEOPLE WHO SHARE

THEIR SOURCE CODE 

DO NOT OWE 

YOU ANYTHING



















53,767,000,000 downloads

(every six weeks) 

~= 40,000,000,000 

downloads per month

2.4 million active users



Free

Basic $15/month

Indie $75/month

Enterprise
$500/month

= $43M per month



40,000,000,000      downloads

/ 40,000,000        DOLLARS

= $0.001 per download

(1K downloads = $1)















WebAssembly System 
Interface (WASI)











freeasinweekend.org

Dylan Beattie

dylan@dylanbeattie.net
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